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tructue of American Society Provides It

&)

and Birch Society With Certain Rights

i o) -5 By BROOKS

T loveciinbert Welch,

His sutf s s0 warm,

And 1f you don't listen

He'll do you no harm.
'PHERE is some doubt that

Ywarm” -and “‘harm” are
true rhymes, aithough they
are legal, N

But thiz bit of doggerel &x-
resges a uscful attitude to
dke toward the John Birch
i Boclety and Robert H. W.
Welch Jr., its Jovian leader.
In his crusade to undo Ameri~
can society he does not have
the use of an official Gov-
ernment  foruo, which was
Senator Joseph R, MceCar-
thy's terrihle weapon.

He 1is a citizen, like the
rest of us, and entitled to
express hig opiniong and urge
everyone else to share them.
He can describe General Ef-
senhower, Milton Eisenhower,
Chief Justice Earl Warren
Dulles  aa

agents. ei'her deliberate or
S unwitting, of Russlan com-
munism if he wants to, as
ather citizens can describe
"Senators  Bairy  Goldwater
and Everet! McKinley Dirk-
sen as rovalists. fronting for
King George I

But he does not have & Cons
- gressman's ' immunity from
lihel; he cannnt issue sub-
poenas and slage carnlvals
of licensed slander and vill-
fication in the halls of Con-
gress, There is nothing in
the Constitution that forbids
crackpots (ae privilege of
talking nonscnse. Even flving
saucers cun be discussed In
public.

There fa something rather

. beguiliag ahout the spectacle

of adults pi g §l4 a year
or §1.000 far ILfe to A grim
gociety that would stanp out
democracy arsi dJdismantle the
social legislatinn of several
generations,  Comedy  con-
sists in the disparily between
8 man's cxalted image of
himse!f and the poor tigure
he actually cuts in the life
of his times,

No doibt the members of
Plhe hrdhn Scooety oare  as
patriotic . any body else. No
doubt the - sincerely hope 10
sove Artviww frons commu-
nisnt, ROCL Lism o e weifare
wtate to Let the evils they ob-
jeet to o descenthing scale,
Very likety they lovw their

wives vl oare kino o lhelr
shiidres nvud would not Knows-
faglv bes o falee WItnERs
Congeinst cupeor. bt they
el e i
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thinking of citizens who do

ATKINSBON s« umw;mmtmm:;g .

of the people of the Linited
States, and they cannot make
the rest of us confuse democ-
tacy with communisi. Nor :
can they convince us that
governmental concern for the
welfare of the citizens {5 &:*

part of the Communist con- f, .

Epiracy.

1t is in the nature of dem-

ocratic government ‘that no- b
body .gets everything he

wantg or thinks right, al- 5\ )

though no one denies him the
privilege of trying. In com- i
parison with a population of '
180 mlillion people (many of
them ascrewballs) the mem- :
bership of the Birch Soclety, |

S v

5y

A

Sy

SN
k]

RN

(A

AN
whatever it is, has no weight. 1% -

As a lot, Americans are in--:
telligent and have high!
standerds of fair pley. It
has been estimated that'
abaut 10 r cent of them .
tolerated Senator McCarthy |
in his gaudiest period. When

the other 90 per cent got a i_“‘ -
look &t him on television, he 5

was throufh. i - s
Apparenfly, the House!

Committes on Un-Amerfcan *

Activities and the Senate In- '
tarnal Becurity Committee

are not sure that their jurise ).
giction sxtends to a” te:
'wing organization  likg ith

Birch-8Bociety. They gre more
concerned with the Wnlquitous

not approve of them.. Inves-
tignting- the Birch Soclet
would be & little like investix
gating their own political at- |
titudes — always -a painful
process.  They might find
themrelves in contempt .of
Congress. So far, the Birch
Society has not hackpd any-
thing out of the First Amend-
ment. It lacks the backing
of the Supreme Court. -

As a taxpayer, involun- I°

tarily contributing to this .

year's appropriation of $331,- . Y

000 to sustain the Un-Ameri-
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. can Activities Committee, I- "

hope our bailiffs of thought
will let the Birch Soclety go

its  foolish way in peace, *

They c¢an convince one an-

otner of the impossible—like b q¥

members of the American-'{a.m-"

Communist party, But public
horedom chastens all, On oc-
casions like this, it fs'alweys |
comforting to recall the ex~1
perience of former President
Millard Fillmore when he be-
came the candidate of the
Know-Netuing party in 18454,
He was returned te Buffalo
fur rest,
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